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I have more than once heard Lord Houghton and my father talk together of Peel as a man and a statesman; and on those occasions Lord Houghton would invariably relate the story of his interview with Carlyle about the pension, given in Wemyss Reid's Life and here reprinted.
" Richard Milnes," said Carlyle one day, withdrawing his pipe from his mouth, as they were seated together in the little house in Cheyne Row, " when are you going to get that pension for Alfred Tennyson ? "
"My dear Carlyle," responded Milnes, "the thing is not so easy as you seem to suppose. What will my constituents say if I do get the pension for Tennyson ? They know nothing about him or his poetry, and they will probably think he is some poor relation of my own, and that the whole affair is a job."
Solemn and emphatic was Carlyle's response. " Richard Milnes, on the Day of Judgment, when the Lord asks you why you didn't get that pension for Alfred Tennyson, it will not do to lay the blame on your constituents; it is you that will be damned."
The question arose whether Sheridan Knowles or my father should be placed on the pension list Peel knew nothing of either of them. Houghton said that he then made Peel read " Ulysses," "whereupon the pension was granted to Tennyson."
My father wrote then to his old friend, Rawnsley:
CHELTENHAM,  1845.
MY DEAR RAWNSLEY,
I was delighted to see your handwriting again. I thought you had given me up as a bad job, for I remember that I once very flagitiously did not answer a very kind letter of yours long long ago: and truly my love for my friends must not be measured by the quantity of black and white into which I put it: for, however
T. I.                                                                                                                               IS